The National Suicide Prevention
Research Fund and Best Practice Hub

The National Suicide
Prevention Research Fund
The National Suicide Prevention Research
Fund aims to facilitate a research environment
that improves the way we map the gaps in
current knowledge and strengthen Australia’s
research capability.
The fund commences with a Commonwealth
Government contribution (initially $12 million
over three years).
The fund is administered by Suicide Prevention
Australia (SPA). As fund manager, SPA will build
strategic partnerships with stakeholders working
in and funding suicide prevention, including
Primary Health Networks, private, philanthropic
and community organisations, academic
institutions and governments.
The fund will also support the development
of a Best Practice Hub for suicide prevention,
a user-friendly online tool of evidence-based suicide
prevention resources.

Research
grants

The fund will:
• Support a national approach to targeted research
that will increase knowledge about the prevention
of suicide, what works and for whom.
• Provide a clear national mechanism for setting
suicide prevention research priorities and ensure
research is aligned with national and state-based
suicide prevention policies.
• Build the evidence-base to enable continued
improvements in suicide prevention models and
strategies, including for at risk groups, at the
national and regional level.

The Best Practice Hub will:
• Be a user-friendly online tool of evidence-based
suicide prevention resources that will support
and inform Primary Health Networks (PHNs) and
other providers involved in the regional approach
to service planning and commissioning of suicide
prevention activities.

Joint announcement of grants

• Act as a repository of evidence-based resources
to support a regional approach to suicide
prevention that meets the needs of individuals at
the local level.
• Provide tools and resources to support
evaluation, as well as mentoring to assist
organisations meet the requirements for inclusion
of their program in the hub.

How will the fund work?
Annual priorities are set by the SPA Board taking
advice from a wide range of stakeholders. The
National Health and Medical Research Council
(NHMRC) peer review process will guide and assist
in determining scientific excellence. The Research
Advisory Committee in conjunction with the Lived
Experience Research Advisory Committee will
apply a weighting system in relation to the priorities;
priorities will be reviewed on an annual basis. Grant
distribution will be administered by SPA.
Applications for 2018 grants will open through
the NHMRC in late 2017/early 2018.
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Visit www.suicidepreventionaust.org
for more information.
Suicide Prevention Australia remembers those we have lost to suicide and acknowledges the suffering suicide
brings when it touches our lives. We are brought together by experience and are unified by hope.

